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Country *ay bestow upon its distinguished servants in

the field but, in my judgment, " peace hath her .?tu
no less itnowned than war;" ay, Mr. President, the vic-

toriw of peace are far grander and more
lathose of war ; and, in mj judgment, tho* 0M q

^^the doniiin of nature which have been achieve »y
ton am. a Morse arc far more worthy of dlstlnguishea
honors from a democratic people than the g

DOwer

who (.j-igiuates and .ends it forth to en-

liS and bless thf world through all ages, shining andlife-giving like the sun, is a greater conqueror than he
mightiest warrior, for he conquers in the highest field-

tbSi)U"when0Jefferson penned the Declaration of hide-1
nendeuce and announced, as the foundation-principle ofEuman government, the great truth "that all men are

CUBATKD EQUAL," and sent that truth abroad to perform
its sublime mission in overturning thrones and principali¬
ties he achieved a greater conquest than any warrior who
ever led a host to battle. Peace, then, has her great, her
illustrious victories; aud if the rictori in her battle-fields
are not distinguished by eulogies and triumphs, which
Legislatures award, they may be well content with the
glory aocorded to them by a grateful world, with the
sublime consciousness that they have done their duty to
their race.

,Whatever view, then, I take of this proposition, I feel
myself constrained.although 1 cherish lor the distin¬
guished individual whom it is proposed to honor by it a

respect as sincere as that of any gentleman in this be-
laat'e.to record my vote against its adoption.
i Mr. SHIELDS. I did not wish to interrupt the honor-
ble Senator, but I do not wish to be misrepresented; and
know that the Senator has not done so intentionally. 1

ijd uot run any parallel between the advantages ol a mili¬
ary career and the advantages of men in peace. 1 stated
ihis: that this country owes more to its army than it

owes to its peace societies, having reference to the peti¬tion presented this morning by the Senator from Massa¬
chusetts, (Mr. Suhslr.) 1 repeat it, aud I think no gen¬
tleman will deny it. I admit that the achievements of
peace arc greater than the achievements of war; but l

have I repeat, no respect for these transcendental peace-
eociety men. When the nation is in a great exigency I
Would not give a pinch of snuff for a thousand such men.

I would rather have one company of well-disciplined men
than all the peace societies in America.
Mr. ADAMS. I have been hesitating how 1 should

Jote upon the question under consideration. I recollect
hat 1 once voted, when a member of the other House, to
ireate the office which it is now proposed to create. 1
lid so with great hesitation then, and uuder the supposed
lecessity of doing so, growing out of what was then un¬

derstood to be a conflict of opinion betweeu the two high¬
est officers in command in Mexico. 1 have never ceased
to regret that vote, and I am not disposed to cast a simi¬

lar vote upon this case, after reflection. 1 understand
i that Congress has already passed a vote of thanks, as the
t representatives of the people of the United States, for the
I distinguished services rendered by General Scott during

the Mexican war. That vote of thanks was the expres¬
sion of an opinion by the representatives of the people,
and a proper appreciation of the services rendered. No
brevet appointment could be conferred upon him, because
he already held the highest office known to the military
institutions of our country. Now, for the sake of this
mere name and honor, in this democratic country of equal

I rights, I am unwilling to confer the title proposed. I
trust that no one appreciates more highly the distinguished
services of that person in the field than 1 do ; but, having
once voted to create the office of lieutenant general, aud
having ever regretted that vote, 1 will not now vote to
confer the title for the sake of distinction merely.
Mr CLEMENS. I agree with the honorable Senator

from Illinois (Mr. Shields) that the amendment pro¬
posed by the Senator from Arkansas (Mr. Borland) is

unconstitutional; and, however much I might desire to
have the vote of that Senator, I trust the Senate will not
agree to the amendment he proposes. It is a limitation
upon the power of the President to make appointments,
and we have no right to make any limitation. I hope,
therefore, the Senate will not adopt the amendment.
Mr. BORLAND. Mr. President, it has been said that

this proposition is unconstitutional. I confess that 1 am
unable to sec that it is so. If it can be shown, however,
to be so, I will not only not insist upon it, but 1 will vote
most cheerfully for the resolution. I suppose that the
suggestion that it is unconstitutional has respect to the
power and authority conferred by the Constitution upon
the President of the United States to make appointments
to office. 1 take it, however, that that exclusive power,
¦vested in the President of the United States by the Con¬
stitution, relates to those offices which arc established by
the Constitution ; hut that oilice* which we may create by
law may also be filled by the law, if such be the terms of
the act by which we establish them.

Mr. BROOKE. With reference to the constitutional
point, it appears to mo that the Senate has the right to
advise the appointment of any officer, and that in passing
this resolution we but give that advice which by the Con¬
stitution we are authorized to do, aud it is immaterial
whether this advice is given before or after the creation
of the office. By the passage of this resolution the Se¬
nate advises the President to confer on General Scott the
office or rank of lieutenant general by brevet, and I think
.that in doing so it is acting in accordance with the Con¬
stitution, and that therefore we have the right to pass the
resolution.

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I feel compelled to vote
&iftinst this proposition in any shape in which it may be
pr<nented. I would have beeu glad to have been relieved
fron. stating the reasons which induce me to give that
vote ; but as the matter is up, I must improve it. The
constitutional difficulty does not trouble me at all. 1 am
against t><3 original proposition, and against all amend¬
ments. It -wj.il be recollected by those who take any in¬
terest in renumbering what so humble an individual as
myself ever did the Senate, that when a proposition
was before us to Under a vote of thanks to Gen. Taylorand Gen. Scott for Oie services which they performed in
the Mexican war, ana»o thank them for their brilliant
achievements in that wai, I voted Hgainst it twice. The
first time I voted alone, in « minority of one. When the
resolution was first passed there wer* some members of
the Senate who thought so differently from me on that
occasion, who were out when the vote was taken, that
they came in the next day as! request®! that the matter,
by general consent, might be voted upen again, so that
they might have the privilege of recordini their names in
favor of it; which being done, I had the privilege of re¬
cording my name against it the second f me. I voted
against it because I acted upon the same pr'jiciple as did
those men of the British House of Commons who voted
against thanking British officers for the victories theyhad gained over the American colonies, when they be¬
lieved that the American colonies had the right and the
British administration had the wrong in the contest in
which the victories were gained. Those distinguished
gentlemen said that they could not separate a vote of
thanks to those officers for victories which they had
achieved from an approval of the war in which the bat¬
tles were fought. They had not subtlety enough to dis¬
tinguish between thanking men for winning a victory and
approving the object for which the victory was won. It
i& said that we live in an age of progress ; but I confess,
for myself, that I have not progressed in the age so far
that I have got to that pitch in which I can make that
discrimination which the patriots who sustained the Ame¬
rican cause in the time of the Revolution in the British
Parliament could not make.

I thought.and I am glad of an opportunity to say it
now; I am glad to let it be known that I have not been
converted.the Mexican war uninst and atrocious. I
thought it one that marked the United States as rapacious,
And the age as barbarous. I think so now. It has, in
my mind, lost nothing of the character which it then had,
and of which I then spoke. I believed it was a war com¬
menced in injustice, and I believe that when the impartial
pen of history writes the tale of that war, the justice of
the sentiment which I then pronounced, and which five
years of reflection have strengthened in my mind, will be
vindicated.

I believe that the real and substantial causes that we
had for the war in which those brilliant victories were
achieved were threefold. The first was that Mexico was
weaker than we were. The second was that she had
provinces which we wanted, and she did not want to giveup. And the third one was that we wantod those pro¬vinces to extend slavery over them. Those, I believe,weri the sum and substance of the causes that we had forthe war with Mexico. I gather the first from the statecf facts which the history of thia o«untry discloses. Dur¬ing the Administration which w'ag^l that war, In whichBuch % harvest of glorv has been reaped, we presentedthis singular spectacle. |The Government of Great Britain,whatever else may be said of it, I believe, has not been
guilty of the orime of pusillanimity and weakness. I be¬lieve that those patriots who have thundered agAinst herhave not brought against her the unpardonable sin of not
being able to defend her own rights. That Government,at that sime, held open possession of territory to which
the Departments of this Government which spoke uponit said our title was clear and indisputable.yes. sir,clear and indisputable. Great Britain had her forts, and
her courts, and her armies in possession of territory to
which, according to the doctrine of the men who carried
on the Mexican war, our title was clear and indisputable.
One would have thought that it would have been one of
the first impulses of patriotism to have vindicated the title
of this oountry to its own clear and indisputable soil, be¬
fore it went to attack another nation for foil to which its
title, to say the least of it, was not quite so clear and in

disputable, flow did we dispose of that controversy with .

Great Britain ! 1 will tell you. Read the despatch which
Mr. Packenham, the British Minister, wrote home to the
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, and he will tell
you. It was a letter nut wider than my two fingers. He
tell# that Minister that the treaty which he, her Majesty's
Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs, wrote and dictated,
and sent over, was ratified and confirmed, without the
alteration or substitution of & single letter. That is the
way that controversy was disposed of: and then the pent-
up iudiguation of an outraged patriotism was bent upou
Mexico, aud we went there with our armies. So far as
the conduct of our army was concerned, 1 have nothing to
say. 1 believe the officers and men were brave and skil¬
ful. I believe that 60 far as the mere war, after it was
commenced, was ooncerned, it was carried on as scienti¬
fically, as bravely, us honorably, and as gloriously as any
war ever was. Yes, sir, it stands among glorious enter-
prises, as glorious as any war that was ever carried on Jin the world; and if it were possible.which some men jseem to think it is.to separate a vote according thanks
and Uouors to those who fought the battles, from an mi- .

plied commendation of the cause of the war in which they
were fought, I would cheerfully vote lor it. But, sir,
cannot: the war has those features in my mind; and as

long as the treble partition of Poland, by the Powers tha
divided it, challenges the coudemnatiou of the world, so

long, I believe, will the war which these United States
made upon a sister Republic, at a time when she was rent

by intestine commotions, for the purposes for which 1 be¬
lieve that war was carried on, ruu parallel with it, so tar
as the judgment of posterity is concerned.
Now, sir, I am not certain that these fanatical senti¬

ments will not be called treasonable, Mexican sentiments
and instead of defeating I shall probably confirm and
'aid the very measure which ,1 oppose. 1 am notcer-
tain that my friend from Mississippi (Mr. Adams) wi

not relent, on being found in such company, when lie
comes to record his vote upon this resolution, i am will¬
ing that those who are glorified and full of glory m their
own souls should express it, and i am willing that tliey
should Rive as many encomiums as they please upon those
whom they think deserve them. But I would suggest to
them that there was an occasion on which they might
have conferred upon Gen. Scott a title, clearly not uncon¬

stitutional, which 1 think would have been vastly more

complimentary to his services, and satisfactory to his
pride.one, sir, that might have come not from the rep¬
resentatives of the people, but from the people them¬
selves; and if there had been this deep-seated desire in

hearts which are breuking to do a worthy and fitting
honor to this great leader for the signal services whnrh
he has achieved, let me tell the gentlemen that they are

a little too late; the time has gone by; the vote, which
cannot be reconsidered, was taken on the second day of
November last; it is past; and it seems to me now that
this looks as if there was a little relenting in some gen¬
tlemen's hearts. They think that the overthrow and do-
feat was a little too overwhelming, and lor the purpose of
breaking the fall and soothing the irritation which might
otherwise $e occasioned by the defeat, this little sop of
the lieutsnant generalship is to be thrown in. In that
point of view, I do not think General Scott will value :t very
much. These services, let it be remembered, were ren¬
dered a good while.some five or six years.ago, an l it
seems to me, in that view, that this comes rather'.ate. The
judgment of the country, nnd the judgment of the world,
have already been passed upon those achievements. The
judgment of posterity will be made up, aud it will not be
influenced by any vote which we may pass upou the pro¬
position which is now before the Senate.

I am exceedingly sorry that I am placed in the posi¬
tion which renders it necessary for me to make these
statements and this explanation of my views.not, sir,
that 1 have ar.y hesitancy at auy aud all times to vindi¬
cate myself, but I do not wish, unnecessarily aud cause¬

lessly, and when no good can be effected, to say auy thing
that may cause unpleasant feelings or reflections in any
body's breast.

#While addressing the Senate I desire to allude to ano¬
ther subject. During the discussion of the subject which
was under consideration yesterday, a remark fell from
the honorable Senctor from Michigan (Mr. C.vss) which
1 desired to answer, and would have answered, if he had
not been out of his seat wheu 1 had the opportunity. He
accused me of being unfair in some remarks which 1 had
made. The charge of saying or doing any thing unfair is

the last charge in the world which 1 should like to ha\c
laid at my door. It is a very serious charge to come irom
so high a source; and when the honorable Senator recol-
lects that the charge of unfairness in the ordinary trans-
actions of life, between man and man, comes with crush-
ing force upon an individual, oven if he be but his e<juul,
let him recollect with what overwhelming power such a

charge must come when it falls from such a height as the
Senator from Michigan upon so humble an individual as

myself. [Laughter.] Sir,' 1 do not wish to be unfair, or

unkind, or unjust to anybody; and it the sentiments
which I entertain provoke volleys and torrents of elo-
quence upon those whose feelings are outraged by then
expression on the floor of the Senate, 1 ami say to t.ie
gentleman wait a little longer, my time is almost out.

Mr. WELLER. We are all rejoiced at it.
Mr. HALE. I have no doubt that the honorable Sena-

tor speaks the truth, and that when he says " we are a.

rejoiced" he includes tbos« who act with him And per-
mitme to say, with all kindness to the honorable Sena-
tor that I should think I lilu utterly failed, m fulfillingmy'mission and discharging my duty if all such men did
not rejoice that I am not to be here much lunger. 1 re¬
member that, long and long ago, wheu a man had a divine
commission to proclaim in the ears of an unwilling peo¬
ple and tyrannical pewer, the truth, the charge was

brought against him. " Thou art he that troubleth Israel.
I am used to such language.

Let me entreat gentlemen to remember that by the
kindness of the Senate I am excused from acting upon
any standing committee, and I take it to be an invitation
on the part of the Senate, as they have thus excused me
from supervision over any particular subject, to have a

general eye over the whole. And, sir, acceding to the
force of my position, politely yielding to the ^invitation
thus tendered to me, I warn the Senate against this mea¬
sure.

Sir, to-day is the most wholesome day for instruction in
the world, particularly to the majority in this body.
I tell you not to be made giddy by the high places on
which" you stand. No, sir; one of your chosen seers has
admonished you that your enlargement is not that of
health ; that it is " swollen." The seeds of disease and
decay fermenting together are making an unhealthy en¬

largement which may explode. It may explode, and that
which is an image of colossal power to-day may, from the
very inherent weakness of its constitution, find that it is
but a prostrate trunk to-morrow. Sir, your President
has given us a most excellent lesson. When the tele¬
graphic wires flashed upon him the truth that he was
elected by a majority altogether unprecedented, as I doubt
not it was altogether unexpected; whan his neighbors
and friends assembled with exultation, and went to his
lodgings to congratulate him on what they considered so

nuspicious a result, he admonished them that the hour of
triumph was a time for magnanimity. I do not ask any
of your magnanimity.not the least. If I have any pe¬
titions like those, I shall ask for my friends here who are
around me, Whig Senators, and not for myself. My po¬
sition Is one of hostility; not a savage hostility, which
can be characterized as carrying " war to the knife and
the knife to the hilt," Nothing of that sort. But I think
the honorable Senator from Indiana (Mr. Bkioht) has
done something to advance the civilization of the age by
dropping some of his figures of speech ; and in charac-
terizing the contest he has gone from the theatre of
bowie-knives and pistols to that of the physician, to the
sick chamber, and has drawn his figures from such
scenes, and now speaks of healthy and unhealthy organi¬
zations. Yes, sir, I think it is a token of the advancing
spirit of the age, and it is a good time to exercise that
spirit. e
Now I am up, I will say that this is a question which

covers the whole field of peace and war, because it au¬
thorizes the President to confer a certain rank or create
a certain office. Let me say a word or two upon this sub¬
ject. I think we have come to this pitch in our history.
I think it is demonstrated, so far as the science of poli¬
tics admits of demonstration, that the experiment which
was commenced with Gen. Jackson, repeated with Gen.
Harrison, and tried the third time with Gen. Taylor, and
the fourth time with Gen. Scott, has run out. I think we
have come to that period in our history when that at-
tempfc will not be repeated. The fourth time it proved a

complete failure. \ou have now tried a second experi¬
ment, but I will not designate that, because I will leave
that for the impartial judgment of posterity. But the
experiment tried in the election of Mr. Polk, and repeat¬
ed in the election of Mr. Pierce, has been eminently suc¬
cessful, and it appears to me that we have approached a
time somewhat similar to that which it was predicted we
were to have during Mr. Monroe's administration.an era
of good feeling; because I see in the Washington Union
of this morning an extract from the New Hampshire Pa¬
triot : do you know where that is printed, Mr. President?
I see that extract is put in here, and that in it the
views are given of what the oditor supposes; he does not
intimate that he has talked with Gen. Pierce, bftt he
gives what he supposes are to be the characteristics of
the ineoming Administration. And it it to be a glorious
time for every body who stands Inside of any organiza¬
tion which has the least pretence to health. No matter
how sick they have been, no matter hew rancorously the
Barnburners may have blown up the Democracy in 1848,
if they have repented, and only say they have come on
the Baltimore platform in 1862, they are to be esteemed
just as good as new, and there is to be no distinction. A
man's antecedents are no longer to have any force. The
substantive is to be blotted out of the political dictionary
now, and a man is to have no antecedents; but the man
who in 18A2 stands sqnare on the Baltimore platform, no
matter how he got there, nor where he came from, is to

h< received into full communion. It las b«.tt pMlty1
stoutly proclaimed that every thing tliey organized for iu
1S48 haa beeu achieved. This has been proclaimed, not
by wen who utaud outside of a healthy organization, but
by those who stand in the very heart and centre of the
very healthiest organisation iu the country. They say
that every thing they proposed in 1848 they achieved and
accomplished, and now they ore to have the satisfaction
of a double victory. They beat the Democrats iu 1848,
and they beat the Whigs in 1862; and, as becomes mo-
Jest victors, they now claim, having discharged a double
duty, a double reward. And the editor who live* so near
Gen Pierce that he can almost hear him think, says it
will not make any difference, that the mail who went with
the Barnburners in 1848 to defeat the illustrious Senator
from Michigan.I am going to speak right out

Mr. CASH. Oh, do not.
Mr. HALE. Yes, I will; you will like me the better

when 1 have spoken than now. I t>ay that if, in 1818,
by the organization then made, they achieved all that they
proposed, they had better a thousand-fold never had huch
an organization. Aud, sir, if 1 had supposed at that time
that the object was to appeal to all the humanity and love
of liberty, aud the fear of God there was in the country,
and thus traiu them all in as a drill-sergeant does his
(.ouad, for the purpose of vindicating the fanoicd or real
wrongs of Mr. Yau Uureu, iutticted by the friends of Gen¬
eral Cass.I speak of him as a historical mau now.I
suv, if 1 had supposed that the end and aim theyha'd' in view, I would sooner have had my right hand se¬
vered from my body than have gone to the ballot-box for
such a purpose.

1 say, then, that this article to which I have alluded
has that much pretty distinctly shadowed out; but 1 am

sorry, for the sake of that peace and harmony which I
wish to see all around me, to have to state that this
editor does not " think" a little further. He is very clear
in thinking in reference to these different factions that
have operated in times past. He thinks that it wa3 just
as meritorious to support Mr. Van Bureu in 1848 as to
support General Cass; aud it is no matter whether a mau
was in Mr. Polk's Cabinet or out of it; that will neither
help nor hurt any man; any man cau have a clean bill of
health as far as that is concerned, let his position be what
it may. But the editor is not so clear iu regard to some
other things; he does not go on to suy what he thinks
General Pierce's opinions are as to the controversy be¬
tween Young America and the Old Fogies. He is unfortu¬
nately entirely silent upon that subject, so far as 1 read
the article, unless they may be considered as embraced
under the various sections into which the party has been
divided; and I think that, so far as that is concerned,
both the Old Fogies and the Young Americans may occupy
with equal hope the anxious stool until some other and
further developments shall be made.

There is another thing about which the editor is very
silent. He does not favor us with what he thinks are
General Pierce's opinions as to whether the Gulf of Mexi¬
co is or is not our basin of water. Ho is also entirely si¬
lent about Cuba, the great question.tho question of ques¬
tions.about which all hearts are palpitating, and every¬
body is so anxious. Why, sir, patriotism is impatient un¬
der check to go and plant the standard of republican lib¬
erty on the shores of Cuba, and to extend the area of free¬
dom over that Island. There are a great many who, with
a patriotic devotion and a patriotic desire to outrun tho
impulses of Democracy, are anxious to be beforehand on
this subject. They are left in the most frightful state of
uncertainty, and it is entirely problematical whether the
area of freedom is to reccive this enlargement, and the
friends of it are to receive this encouragement from the
incoming Administration. Indeed, sir, I have seen some

outgivings, or misgivings.I do not know which to call
them, but there were certainly " givings".in some of the
papers which represent the interest, and you know, sir,
what that is, which controls this country. I have seen
sonic misgivings or some givings-out from papers far south
of here, which have represented that it is not so entirely
clear that it will be for the interest of gentlemen who have
been in the habit of considering their interest as the in¬
terest of the country, to have Cuba annexed, and it is en¬

tirely problematical" in their minds what the effect of that
annexation would be. Sir, you know that a doubt ex¬

pressed with regard to the practicability or the expedien¬
cy of a measure some half a dozen degrees south of here,
has more effect upon the calculations of prudent politi¬
cians than a dozen condemnations so many degrees north.
Therefore 1 think it is unkind in tlioso who undertake to
lurainate and lubricate upon the views which the incom¬
ing Administration are to corry out to be silent upon
this great question of the age.

But it may be said that this is none of my business.
That is true, sir; but you know that when we are here
we arc not to speak for individuals, but we should en¬
deavor, if we can, to work up our notions to nil enlarged
and national sense of things. 1 am trying to do that. 1
am trying to get an enlarged, liberal, and national view
of things, and I declare that 1 feel tho worst apprehen¬
sions and forebodings when 1 see the dark cloud
which the future hangs over the patriotic foresight of those
who would carry the American eagle au>l th» American
standard over the continents and islands of the sea, by
this silence which is maintained by the Prcsideut elect
aud his friends. Let me tell those gentlemen, if they
want my humble opinion, (*nd I know it is not worth
much,) that upon the subject of Cuba they have spoken
before their time. The idea that the agricultural inter¬
ests want more sugar is a mistake : and the agricultural
interests of the North, when they fiud what the South
have said, will begin to think they have quite sweetening
enough, aud they will not waut Cuba thrown iuto the
dish.

Sir, I owe, perhaps, an apology to the Senate for goiug
over these matters upon this resolution ; but it seemed to
me that the time and the occasion were appropriate. But
I come back to the point from which I started, and I end
as I began by saying that the reasons which I stated
when the subject was up before, and the reasons which I
have now stated, are such as operate in my mind conclu¬
sively to forbid the propriety of conferring this rank. It
should be remembered that the subject has been before
Congress once before, and they neglected or refused to do
it.1 do not know which.and in law, iX a man has an

opportunity to do a thing and neglects it, it is just the
same as if "he refused. The opportunity has been before
the American Congress preceding this time, a proposition
has been before Congress to confer it, and yet it did not
pass.

...Mr. SHIELDS. It passed the Senate, but failed in the
House for want of time.

Mr. HALE. Congress neglected to pass it; and inas¬
much as they neglected it when they had an opportunity
to confer it, they refused practically, at all events. I
am not stating the philosophical and critical analysis of
what the journals show ; but I am taking a national view
of the thing. [Laughter.] And that view is. that the
proposition was before the country and before Congress,
and Congress would not agree to it. They neglected or
refused to pass it: for the phrases are,tantamount. The
opportunity was before you previous to the last Presi¬
dential election, and you declined to confer the honor.
If, when Gen. Scott's laurels were fresh upon him, and
when the memory of the events was recent, and their
praise was filling every tongue, vou neglected or refused
to confer this bauble on him, what will the country sayis the reason that you take it up after he has been de¬
feated for the Presidency ?
And now I will appeal to those gentlemen who thoughtwith me.no, sir, 1 will not say that; I do not know that

there is any body who thought with me, but I will say to
those gentlemen who thought the Mexican war was un¬
just, and I believe there were some such; I believe a

majority of the House of Representatives put that opin¬ion in the shape of a resolution or amendment, that the
war was unju?t and unconstitutional.I ask those gentle¬
men who believed se then if they do not believe so now ?
I ask them if the keenness of their moral perceptions has
tjeen blunted by the halo of glory which the victories thut
have been achieved have shed over this matter ? If it
has. they may vote for this resolution; but if they be¬
lieved what they said then, that that war was an unjusti¬fiable one, I ask them by what code of ethics, or by what
process of reasoning, they come to the conclusion that it
is consistent with that opinion to confer this honor uponGen. Scott?
A few words more and I shall take my seat. I cannot

be misunderstood or misrepresented in regard to the
opinions which I entertain of Gen. Scott on this occasion.
When this matter was up before I made some poor re¬
marks upon the subject, and I. did, so far as my abilities
would allow me, full justice to the character of Gen.
Scott. It happened to be my fortune to be in a privateparty a few days afterwarls when some one introduced
me to the General, very kindly alluding to the fact that I
had voted and made a speech against him. The General
happened to have done mo the honor of reading my poorspeech : and he said that he had no fault to find; that
the speech was an offset to the vote, and he had no com¬
plaint upon the subject. I will not say that I go as far
as those who go the furthest, but I will say that I go as
far as any sensible man oan prudently go in doing full
justice to the honor, the patriotism, the skill, the genius,and the bravery, and all that sort of thing of Gen. Scott;but Inasmuch as I cannot vote for this resolution, with¬
out, in my humble judgment, implying an approbation of
the war in which he achieved his victories, I must record
my vote against it, and against all the amendments.

Mr. CLEMENS. Mr. President, I have no wish to
protract this discussion. I rarely ever make speecheswithout an objeot in view, either when somethiug is to
be effected by argument, or it is necessary to explain myposition. In this case I have no idea that a single vote
in the Senate can he ohanged by any thiag which I can
say, or by any thing whioh has been said, or will be said.
In relation to my position, I have no difficulties whioh it
is necessary for me to explain.

Aside from the faot that the measure is right in itself,
and eminently just and proper, there are personal rela¬
tions between myself and the distinguished individual

upon whom this honor is proposed to be conferred, which
render it right and proper that it should have emanated
from me. J am indebted to him for act* of per6onal
SnJllS fc. .

°"JUy°d Lis Quality «* home, and
followed his banner in a foreign land, and sat at hiJtable
in the capital of a conquered nation I have seen him in
almost al the relations of life, as a AitfMn and as a sol¬
dier , and 1 bear testimony uot m»r, y to his worth as a
oitueu not merely to his eminence us a military lender,
but to h s honesty his integrity, and bis patriotism, in
every relation of life Sir> if my niH. eveJ liveiJ>^
from him who was the Father of bis Country, who de¬
served this honor, it is hp j.,i ,

ix* | .

' '. 18 ue- And not one ot those who
have offered opposition to this resolution hare dared to

be" p^sed ng t0 thC h°UOr' if ti,e "">l»tion

1 do not mean to make auy argument in support of the
resolution I do not mean to reply to what has been
said. I¦ "hould like to know how it is possible for me to
rep ? Si« b!CT/,ng !emper t0 u ma» wh° dares to get
up in the face of the American Senate and utter a libel
upon his oouutry It that country was wrong, itbecomes
him to act as a child would act towards its parent.cover
it with a mantle which no eye could penetrate, lie who

UP in the face of the Senate and
denouncing the acts of his country is unworthy to live
under the institutions which our fathers have transmitted
to us. Nor sir, could I reply to an individual who gets
up here and tells you that this war was unjust and ini¬
quitous and yet at the same time avows that it was his
dean e that we should have robbed Mexico of the whole of
her possessions. It was, in his view, an unjust and an
outrageous war; but jet when we commenced, he tells
us his conscience could not be satisfied until we had dealt

NopIt? r°bbery °f a11 the Mex,can possessions.IS or, sir, la it necessary for me to allude to that other
budget which has been opened to us, in reference to the
Bwnburners of 1848, General Pierce's Cabinet, Cuba,
and the Gulf of Mexico. What possible connexion have
all these with the subject which is now under the consider-!
ation of the Senate . We are called on to vote upon a!
simple resolution conferring nn honor, and a high ouo,
upon a distinguished individual who, it is admitted, has
merited it. Give me a reason why it should not be done,
Give me a reason why the office should not be created. 1'
trust, sir, that there is no man here, that there is no nar¬
row-minded bigot in our midst, who would permit his
party or his personal feelings to intiuence his conduct on
such an occasion. Aud if there be any low demagogue
who fancies he can make credit by it, he is welcome to all
that he can make.

I did not propose to say one word upon this resolution.
I proposed to let the vote be taken at once; but if any
discussion should become necessary hereafter, I shall take
part m it.

Mr. ADAMS. Mr. President, the Senator from New
Hampshire suggests that, finding myself in the compa-
ny I am in, 1 should perhaps be induced to change my
position, aud vote differently. I have found that all
questions have advocates, both good and bad, and there¬
fore I never forui my opinions from the ability of the ad-
vocates ou the one side or the other of a question; but if
any thing could induce me to change the position which I
have assumed in reference to this question.if the case
should turn upon the justice or injustice of the late war
w ith Mexico, as assumed by the Senator from New Ilamp-1

.shire, then most assuredly I should change my vote. I1
differ with that Senator in all three of the positions which
he took. I differ with him as to the three reasons which
lie assumed why the Mexican war, that unholy and un¬

just war, as the Seuator calls it, was commenced by this
country ; and it is not improper, as I am to vote finally
upon tins proposition with the gentleman, for me to de-
clare tiint I differ with him entirely upon every one of
his propositions. Sir, I happened to have the fortune to I
be enabled to form a tolerably accurate opinion, I think
of the motives which controlled the late President of the
United States, who had charge of the Government at that
time, (Mr. Polk,) amd I say to the Senator that neither a
desire for the conquest of any portion of the territory of j
-Iexico, nor a desire to extend the institution of aluvery.
nor a desire to extend the area of freedom, formed any
portion of that distinguished man's motives. lie lived,
Mr, in higher atmosphere.he was too pure a patriot to
allow any such unworthy motives to actuate his conduct.

I shall not consume the time of the Senate by going into
the particular circumstances of that war. Sufficient be it
lor me briefly to allude to facts, which are simple and plain,
and which every impartial mind, by reference to the his-
torjr of the times, must know and understand. A dispute
existed in relation to the territory lying between the!
Nueces and the Rio Grande. It was claimed by our Go-1
v ei nuient, and the President believed it to be his duty to
preserve the rights of this country there. General Taylor,!
who had the command of our gallant little army at that'
time, gave it as his opinion that the army should remove
from w.iere it was to some point nearer the Rio Grande.
Jenerol Tuylor received express instructions from the
proper Department to proceed according to his own sug¬
gestions; and he did act with great prudence and cau-
tiou. lie was upon territory which believed to be¬
long to the United States when the war was commenced
by the Mexican Government. I shall not go into the ar¬

guments produced at the time to show that the Mexican
war w«w necessary in order to preserve thehonor ofthecoun-

The Mexicans themselves deemed it proper to com¬
mence the war in order to preserve the power of the ex¬

isting President of that Republic ; nnd they themselves
boasted they had commenced it. War was commenced by
the act of Mexico, as was declared by a vote of the Con¬
gress of the I uited States, aad as the history of the
Country snows to be true. Therefore !' not a war
commenced for any of the unholy purposes imputed to
the President of the United States.

But, sir, the Senator from New Hampshire has thought
proper to admonish my friend from California (Mr. Wel-
leu) and others as to what course they should pur«ue in
future, and has given us prophecies as to what will be the
result It will be recollected by Senators that some time
since, in this Hall, prior to the meeting of the National

^ouvention of the Democratic party in June last, the same
Senator warned the Democratic party in similar strains,
that if they incorporated the fugitive slave law into the
Baltimore platform, or placed one negro upon their pole,
they would be annihilated and destroyed ; and informed
us that if they did so the Buffalo Democrats could hardly
stand upon the platform.

Mr. HALE. Will the Senator allow me a single word
of explanation ?

Mr. ADAMS. Certainly.
Mr. HALE. The Senate will recollect.if what I said

was printed, and I presume it was.I told the gentleman
and his friends that if they adopted the fugitive slave
law, or any thing of that sort, if they put a negro upon
their platform, the consequence to which I alluded would
ensue, unless the Whigs should be fools enough to follow
them on the same track. That ia what I said, and I be¬
lieve it was so printed.

Mr. ADAMS. Well, sir, I had only a slight reeollec-!
tion of the remark of the gentleman, but I know that I
had heard hi.« warning voice before, and I had witnessed
the result: and, although I do not say that the Senator
proved a false prophet, yet, having heard his voice once
in warning, and as it seemed to come in the same way
now, I presumed it was just about as harmless. We must
recollect that the distinguished Senator was a competitor*
of the great general whom it is intended to honor by this
resolution ; and his usual modesty I should have thought
would have prevented him from assailing the resolution
particularly as he has great deference for the people, and
the people have decided against him. He was not alto¬
gether satisfied, he says, with the platform assumed by
the Whig party. He thinks they were guilty of Uie same

fault, to some extent; but I would ask that Senator if he
did not, in iiis tour as a candidate, himself draw a strik-
ing distinction between the Whig and the Democratic'
platforms upon this subject ?

Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I did, and I will state it
if the Senitor wishes me to do so.
Mr ADAMS. Certainly.
Mr HALE. Well, I am glad to hear it, and I think it

show® the gentleman's taste in wanting me to tell it. In
the discussions in which I engaged I uniformly spoke this
language when I referred to the platforms: I said that
in a moral pointof view I did not think there was the least
difference between them in the world, but practically
there was; I put it in this way : The Whig party resol.ved
thfltt.heLT, "d discountenance agita¬
tion. Well now, said I, «. to deprecate" means to pray
ata list, and therefore the Whigs are obliged to pray
against agitation; they have a right to do that. They
pledge themselves, secondly, to discountenance agitation.
and that they can do without going out of their track,
simply by .ta.dmgrtm and making faces ; and that is all

,th:> « higs sr. bonnd to do by their platform, '. to depre-1
cate and discountenance. But I said the Democrats were
bound to go further; they were bound to .. resist." If
there was a place where fanatical sentiments were to be
uttered, a Whig could stand still with a sober face and a I
serious countenance and pray you not to go in. and he
would have done all that the platform required him to do;
but it you did go m and the Democrat undertook to
carry out the doctrine of his platform, he must follow
yon, knock you down and carry you out That wa« flip

Ji:STSMm '"If ." ' X. "m, 1
iX* Mh ° m*t«rial to the country. I

presume, what distinctly the gentleman drew between
he two platform,; he had one of his own; and we aU

filial! virrjin0,? t°h the °?untry °f tbat reform.
for rJins whifT11 .?lu*10n consideration

upon O.wrftl Scott for tii« rorriee. in tl.r
properly been conferral by thevote of thanks of th7s body
and the mere creation or conferring of the title of lie ,ti«'
,.t C'oer.l upon U. ,M, ..

» »«

precedent, and in this country of muni »;,

however, for any of the reasons assigned by thfsJStor

from Nnr Hampshire. IF* reasons are peculiar to him-1
self. He takes great pleasure in being singular, in think¬
ing as no other man thinks; and as that is his glory, he is
certainly entitled to its benefits.

.Mr CHIRJLTON. Mr. President, the Senator from
New Hampshire is* in the habit of indulging in prophecieshere, many of which, I believe, have proved untrue. I
have, however, the great pleasure to say to him thjvt one
prophecy which he has made is certainly true, for he has
e >nvii*ed me thai it is my duty to vote tor the resolution
uuder consideration.

, tSir, the Senator tells us that we shall soon be c.e^i ot
him* I, sir, am sorry to say to him that the Senate wil.
also soon be clear*of me; and which will be the greatestmisfortune the country will have to judge between us. it
I were to remain here, 1 should never expect to get clear
of the honorable Seuator from New Hampshire. 1 beaeve
that if he were buried in slave soil he would as certainlyrise from the dead and solve the prob.em which he an¬
nounced tbe other day, whether a dead man could resign,
as auy other human being in this whole created world.

Mr. HALE. That is the best compliment I have ever
had paid to me. IMr. CHARLTON. I have another compliment for the
Senator. I believe his spirit of fun is so great that it
would not be in the power of death to hold him from it; I
that is provided there were not some powers that mighthold him despite all he might do to get away. [Laugh¬
ter I I am too wise a man to enter into a contest with a
gentleman so well skilled as the Senator from New
Hampshire ; and if he will excuse me, 1 will now let him
alone, and say a few words on the subject under con¬
sideration.

. , , . . , .Mr President, the question before U3 is simply this.
Shall we vote to confer an honor upon a distinguishedsoldier of our country ? Why should we not do it: Is it
because we believe that war to have been unholy and un-
richteous ? 1 believe no such thing : and if the gentle¬
man from New Hampshire will allow me to make another
remark with regard to him, I will tell him that I do not
believe, in all sincerity, when he looks closely into the
motives and feelings of his heart, that he can suppose that
the reasons which he gave for the commencement ot tbe
Mexican war are true. Does he believe that the spirit of1 the Revolution has bo far failed of its lesson that this
country is in the condition of the man desenbed byi Dickens, who, having been thoroughly whipped by a large
man, weed round the corner, and, picking up a little fel-I low, thrashed.him for the sake of retaliation * \et that
is the condition in which the honorable Senator places t e
United States, as between Great Britain and Mexico. Let
me tell him that the time never will come when suc.i mo-
tives will influence the United States oi America; that
there is too brave a heart within its bosom to beat from
any such consideration as that. For one, I think that it
was clemency which ended the war,^ and not cowardice

I *Preference to the other consideration mentioned by
the Senator, 1 will say that if that did enter into it, I
would not for that reason refrain from voting ior this re-
solution. Then why should I not vote for if. I confess
that before I heard the speech of the Senator from New
Hampshire I had some Democratic misgivings.not in
reference to the man whom it is designed to honor-not
iu reference to the fact that he had been a candidate for
a high office, for which I never could haee voted tor him
but iu reference to the additional power which might be
conferred upon him by it. But, after all, when you look
seriously at that, what is it but a name ? And why should
we not confer the name if it has been deserved Can any
reason be assigned ? If we were to go down into the re¬
gion of metaphysical subtleties, and follow out that course
of reasoning, we might stop short at the major Kenei^-ship, and say that it bordered upon aristocracy to confir

thSir,Tet us do justice at nil times. There were cogent
reasons to prevent me voting for Gen. Scott lor the re¬
sidency. 1 would not vote for him hecause lie was a
Whig ; and I did not vote for him because I did uot be¬
lieve that his talents ran in that order. No man is an
Admirable Crichton iu these days. But I will cheerfully
vote, since the Senator from New Hampshire has put it
on the footing which he has done, to confer this tine on
Gen. Scott, f<.r he has deserved it. Only thin*., sir, oi
the idea of our country entering into a war with Mexico
through cowardice and weakness 1 The Senator _fromIllinois has truly told us that a small'band of men
themselves into the heart of the euemy's country : they
were mowed down by the iron-hail, and yet they fought
their way, bravely and successfully, to the achievement
of the highest honors. Shall we be kept from confer¬
ring this honor from any such considerations as those

No. air. I,anltou.lv and
earnestly desire to confer this honor on Gen. bvott, an A
I would voU for the amendment of the Senator from Ar-Lansas did 1 not feel, did 1 not believe that that would

| hi inconsistent with the Constitution of the countn . Lut
it is for Gen. Scott that I mean the compliment.

I think there is no danger of this being conferred b)
the President up m any body else, and therefore I shall

i vote for the resolution In it* present form-
Mr BORLAND. There seems to be some objection to

my amendment. I do not care particularly about it and| it is possible, as gentlemen learned in the Constitution1 have suggested, that it may be unconstitutional. I there¬
fore beg leave to withdraw the amendment.
Mr PR \.TT. 1 thought it rather unkin l on the part

of my honorable friend from Mississippi (Mr Adams)
that he should have called upon the Senator from New
Hampshire to be the exponent of the Whig platform. A
more unfit person to perform that duty does not live in
the United States- As I was one of the supporters in the
late campaign of the Jietincnlsbei individual whom th,.I resolution is intended to honor, and to whom that plat¬
form referred, I beg to make in regard to it a single ob¬
servation, which I desire to go to Ihe country.
The platform to which the Senator has referred was

one diflering from the Democratic platform only in this,
that General Scott, in his letter of acceptance, distiBCtljj stated that he would not appoint to office any mani who
entertained opinions different from those stated in the
platform. There was no such doctrine announced by the
opposite candidate ; but, according to the honorable ben-
ator's statement-if he may be supposed to understandthe feeling of the dominant party.a general amncit)
has b(tn declared. The honorable Senator from Ohio,
(Mr. Chase,) who sits before me. has said here, in the
presence of his Democratic brethren of the Senat«, that
he belongs to the majority of this
to the great Democratic party. Acccrding. therefore,, to
the paper to which the Senator from New Hampshire has
referred, and which he supposes to be the exponent of
the opinions of General Pierce, he is one of those who
mny be the recipients of the highest honors under the
President elect. 8ir, if Gen. Scott had been elected the
honorable Senator from Ohio would have been entirety
and absolutely excluded from the possibility of receiving
nny office from him, anl so would the Senator from New
Hampshire It was therefore probable that we should
tee as we have seen in the late political contest, everyone'connected with the political association to which
those gentlemen belong voting and doing all they couldaSLttheold hero; and it is therefore that we find
them now united in opposing him, even in this resoiUtion

C°M^iBRADBURY. The Senator will allow me to in¬

quire if he meant to have it understood that t^e Senator
from Ohio was one of the supporters of Gen. I iere«
Mr PR \TT. I do not know. He announces himself,a.'I understood htm, to belong to the majority of the

Senate.
Mr. BRADBURY. No. sir.
Mr. WELLER. No, sir; he does not belong to us.
Mr. PRATT. I do not know where or to whom he be¬

longs, but I know he said, in the presence of the Senate
this morning, fas I and those around me understood him,)
that he did belong to the majority party in this body.to
the great Democratic party.to that party, therefore,
which, according to the paper published at Concord, and
referred to bjr the Senator from New Hampshire, is privi¬
leged to receive any of the offices which may be conferred
upon the supporters of General Pierce.

I listened to the speech of the Senator from New Hamp¬
shire with some attention. He spoke for aboutonehour.

Mr. HALE. I did not think 1 spoke so long as that.
Mr. PRATT. Yes, sir, the 8enator spoke for one hour,

and there was but one siagle observation made by him
which had any reference whatever to the resolution under
consideration, and that was, that although General Scott,
for his military achievements, fally deserved every thing
which the resolution proposes to give him, yet that he
could not consent to give it to him, and why? Because
he cannot separate those achievements from the war which
he believes to have been unjust and improper. Sir, that
is a principle which it would be horrible to have go
abroad, as being entertained by the members of the Senate
of the United States.
What is that sentiment when you come to analyze it ?

Suppose a war it declared by the constitutional authori¬
ties of the country, the commander of your army or your
navy who meets the enemy must be bound, acoording to
the Senator's theory, to inquire into the justice of the
war; and should he come to the conclusion that it was

unjust, he could not conscientiously discharge his profes¬
sional duties. If the theory of the honorable Senator is
to be carried out, every officer of the army and navy will
be bound to inquire and judge whether a war is in his
opinion just, before he enters the list on the side of his
country.

Sir, I cannot believe that the Senator from New Hamp¬
shire is sincere in saying that he would vote for this reso¬
lution were it not for the circumstance which he has men¬
tioned ; because 1 am sure he cannot think that a soldier
in a war constitutionally declare*^ does not deserve credit
for the faithful discharge of his duty, merely for the rea¬

son that In the Senator's opinion the war was unjust.
Therefore I conclude that I am right in attributing the
opposition of that Senator, and the 8enator from Ohio
who lits before me, sod of those who are connected with

their political association, to the true cause, that of the'"
opposition to General Scott upon the grounds to which I
have already referred.

Mr. CHAj'E. So far, Mr, President, as the honorable
Senator from Maryland has undertaken to interpret my
motives, he has failed most signally. I have been gov¬
erned in what I said by a simple desire to discharge my
duty as a Senator, and to state as clearly and succinctly
as possible the grounds on which I should feel myself con-
strained to vote. I have been actuated, in no degree
whatever, by any desire to impair in the least any title
of the illustrious Ueneral whose name has been so fre¬
quently introduced into this debate to the honor, respect,
or grititude of his country. I have no more to say upon
that poiftt. /

la respect to my political position, I prefer always that
mjr acts shall speak. I care very little about mere names.
1 cull myself a Democrat, and so long as I am satisfied that
the principles which I hold are souud and democratic, and
the applications which I propose to make of those princi¬
ples are just and proper, it matters very little to me by
what name the principles or the action may be called by
others. Epithets are ^lwuys cheap, but not always tit

Every Senator, I think, with whom I have served du¬
ring the past three years, will do ine the justice to say
that X have upon all occasions steadily avoided every word
and act which oould iu any way wound or offeud auy one
of my fellow-Senators. I have, indeed, endeavored to
maintain, honestly, fearlessly, without reserve, the prin¬
ciples which 1 hold, a^id to vindicate their proper appli¬
cation", bet I have endeavored to do so with entire cour¬

tesy to all.
And now, Mr. President, with no more preface, let me

say that I claim no identification with the,Democratic par¬
ty as orgnnized upon the Baltimore platform. I did not
vote for their candidate at the recent election. The plat¬
form constructed at Baltimore, in my judgment, deserve!
any name rather than that of a sound exposition of Deino-
oratic principles ; and when the distinguished gentleman
who was nominated by the Convention.for whom as a
man. as a citizen, as a soldier, and as a statesman. 1
cherish all possible respect.placed himself upon that
platform, I felt myself constrained by fidelity to my own
convictions to withhold from him my support; and under
similar circumstances I should do so again. I have nev-
er learned to ask how many stand with me, but whether I
stand upon the rock of principle and of truth. I can stand
there alone, if necessary. It is more agreeable, doubtless,
to stand surrounded by friends and supporters, but it is
not impossible, sustained by the consciousness of right
purpose, to stand alone. I am quite willing, therefore,
to absolve the whole body of compromise Democrats, in
the chamber and out of it, from all responsibility for any
sayings or actions of mine.

.Mr. HALE. Mr. President, I am glad of what has hap-
poned, and I hope this debate will not be without profit.1 wish, though, to pay a little attention to the honorable
Senator from Maryland, (Mr. Trait.) I appealed once,
some years ago.it is a matter of history, or I would not
allude to it.to the Senate for protection in what I con¬
ceived to be the rights of an individual in debate, and the
Senate decided, upon a formal vote, that it was in order
to accuse a man of acting here from other motives than
those which should actuate a Senator. That you will
find amongst your recorded deoisions; but the rule of
parliamentary law is different, and it is this : " The con¬
sequences of a measure may be reprobated in strong terms,
but to arraign the motives of those who propose to advo¬
cate it is a personality, and against order." Therefore,
sir, I contend that when the Senator Irom .Maryland says
that I am not sincere, and do not mean what 1 say, if. he
had said it of any man that was inside of a healthy or¬
ganization he would have been out of order.

I am glad of a remark which fell from the honorable
Senator from Georgia. It indicates to my mind progress,
and progress in the right direction, lie said he had
some democratic prejudices, and was inclined to go against
this measure, but my speech rather convinced him that he
was going wrong. That is the very thing I want. I want
to drive.I do not use the word opprobriously.the "old
huukers'' all into one pen. Th*t is the very end and aim
we are driving at; and I am glad that I find that one. oc¬

cupying so conspicuous a place as my friend from Geor¬
gia,. is heeding the force of our arguments, not exactly in
the way we put them; but he has listened to me very
much in the way jn which it was said a sailor recommend¬
ed to get a pig on board a vessel, and that was to put his
nose towards the vessel, and catch hold of his tail and
pull him backwards. By some such process of reason¬
ing I have convinced the Senator from Georgia; but he
has gone to the right place, and we will set up another
stone there. We have made progress, and made it in the
right direction.

But I want to thank the Senator from Maryland. What
I have said before was not to thank him ; but 1 desire now
to thank him seriously. He says of all men in the Uni¬
ted States I am the last one to give An exposition of the
Whig platform. Now, sir, this is the sixth year of my
term in the Senate, and if 1 have achieved that, 1 have
done all that I proposed ; and 1 can, like Simeon, " de¬
part in peace;" lor it has been the great conrptatat
brought against me at home that while I was here 1 was
a Whig all the time ; that is, a Whig in disguise, and not
very much disguised at that. Now, I have the certificate
of the honorable Senator from Maryland that of all the
men in the world I am the very last to speak in exposition
of the Whig platform. Sir, I am rejoiced at that. But
let me tell the honorable Senator that I never undertook
te speak for it; and the honorable Senator from Missis¬
sippi did not call upon me to speak for it, bnt he called
upon me to give an exposition which I had given of it in
a recent visit which I made to the West.
The honorable Senator from Georgia altogether over¬

estimates my powers, both of reasoning seriously or of
being humorous. Sir, it is no sort of merit in a man to

' exhibit humor if he has the subjects of it all around him.
But when a man has to. travel away off at a distance, and
from the fields of imagination to bring up something to
exoite the ludiorous, there is some merit in it. But when
a man has subjects all around him, and he has only just
to put out his hand and touch them, there is no great
merit in it. The Senator, therefore, estimates my powers
altogether too highly. Upon another field I have no doubt
I should most signally fail. The compliment is to the
richness of the material, and not to the skill of the opera¬
tor. [Laughter.]

Having said thus mueh, I come back to the question.
In regard to that, the honorable Senator from Maryland
paid me a compliment, though he did not mean to do so.
He said that I made one remark which was applicable to
the subject before us. I desire to be just, and I wish I
could return the compliment. [Laughter.] But, sir. I
have prescribed to myself in bestowing oompliments and
in the uttering of witticisms that which utterly forbids it.
and that is to speak nothing but the truth ; and that shuts
the mouth of compliment on this occasion. Although it
is, as I understand it, almost always out of order for one
person to impeach the motives of another, I will say this,
that, so far as General Scott is concerned, what I say
about him I said years ago, before he was nominated, and
before I thought he would be nominated. I thought then,
and I said that so far as the mere soldier goes, he does
merit as much as those who have spoken the loudest ia
his favor have asserted.

I wish I had the power to make what is so clear and
plain to my own mind, a little plainer to some one else.
I wish I had the power of making palpable the proposi¬
tion that a vote of thanks to a general after a victory does
include approbation of the war. The honorable Senator
says that that doctrine is monstrous, or horrible.I do not
know which epithet he used, but I believe both. Does he
know the author of the sentiment t Sir, I trust he does,
because I know that Maryland is proliflo in seholars and
in scholarship, and I take it that it is not all engrossed
by one of the Senators from Maryland. Sir, the author
of that "horrible" sentiment was Lord Chatham, the
elder Pitt; and the occasion for expressing it was on a
vote of thanks to some of the British officers for the vic¬
tories they had gained over the American oolonies.

And, further than that, the honorable Senator wants to
know what an officer is to do when he is culled upon to
fight in an unjust war. Sir, that same history will tell
him, and it will also tell him that there were officers in
the British army who, when they were ordered to draw
their swords in an unconstitutional and oppressive war,
tendered their commissions to his Majesty.

Mr. CAS8. Who were they ?
Mr. HALE. Read my former speech, and you will

find it there.
Mr. CASS. I would rather refer to you now. There

may have been one such instance.
Mr. HALE. There was.
Mr. CASS. I say there may hate been one.

Mr. HALK. I wish there had been one in this country.
I tell you, if there had been one. he woold hate been Pre-
sident. If Gen. Scott had done it. it would hare elected
him Gentlemen are altogether mistnken when they un¬

dertake to judge what the popular sentiment in by certain
manifestations which are easily. manufactured, but which
do not come from the heart of the people. But I will
lea*e the subject.

Mr. SHIELDS. In accordance with the suggestion of
the honorable Senator from Michigan, I mote that the
word *! revised" be stricken out, and the word "created "

inserted in its stead.
The Amendment was agreed to.
Mr. HALE called for the yeas and nays on the engross¬

ment of the resolution.
The yeas and nays were ordered, and being taken, re¬

sulted:
YEAS.Messrs. Atchison, Badger, Bell, Brooke, Butler,

Cass, Charlton, Cl*men». Cooper, I>avis, De Saussure, Dixon,
Dodge of Wisconsin, Dodge of Iowa, Fish, Geyer, Uwin, Hun¬
ter, James, J 'tiesof Tennessee, Mason, Miller, Morton, Pearee,
Pratt, Rusk, Sewar'l, Shields, Smith, Soule, Spruance, Under¬
wood, Uphatn, and Wide.34.
NATS.Me»»rs. Adams, Bradbury, Bright, Catbcart, Chase,

Feleh, Hale, Hamlin. Norris, Sumner, Touety, Walker.IS.
8o the joint resolution was ordered to a third reading.It wae subsequently read a third tame and passed.


